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We love teaching young children about community helpers! 
Preschoolers enjoy dressing up and doing what they see 
adults do. Community helpers can be defined as any professionals who aid in 
the overall well-being and health of the community. We think more broadly 
than doctors, nurses and police – we also talk about people like crossing 
guards, construction workers, and librarians! 

As educators in the preschool age group, we know there is an emphasis on 
readiness for children before entering kindergarten. We also know that young 
children's bodies and brains are developing at a tremendous rate. Because 
the brain learns by making connections between brain cells, children learn 
and remember best when provided with rich, multi-sensory experiences.  

We are very excited this month to have volunteers (some are parents), come 
in and share experiences about their professions, including tangible pieces of 
equipment that they use every day. We are blessed to have them share with 
the children how they serve our community. 

Ask your children to think of ways they can serve. Brainstorm together a list 
of service projects around your home, both for your family and in the 
community. The best way to teach your child to be service-oriented is for you 
to actively seek out ways to serve. As mentioned, our children learn primarily 
by example and they will repeat what they see us do. 

"We serve others in love because Jesus was the ultimate servant".  

Blessings in this heart felt month,  

      Ms. Marcie 

 February 
Highlights 

February 2:           

Groundhog Day 

February 3:           

Wear your favorite 
team jersey  

February 7:        
Crossing Guard Visit 

February 8:         
National Pizza Day 

Domino’s Pizza Visit 

February 10:            
Purcellville Pediatric 
Dentistry Visit 

February 14:    
Valentine’s Day Class 

Parties 

February 20:          
President’s Day              
NLC CLOSED  

February 21:        

National Love Your Pet 
Day 

February 26:            
NLC Sunday 

February 27:    
Construction Worker 

Visit 

Marcie Peterson, Director 
The Director’s Corner 

The Neighborhood Learning Center’s monthly newsletter 

Neighborhood News 

Reminders… 
 Ensure that your children have 

appropriate outdoor clothing. We 

take them out unless it is below 

freezing or if there is active 

precipitation. 

 Please check the Lost & Found 

basket regularly. Be sure to label 

all of your child’s belongings. 

 Please drive slowly in the parking 

lot!! 

 Don’t forget to read with your 

children! You will both benefit 

from the snuggle time. :-)  
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This Month at School... 

Throughout February we explore and learn about the community helpers who surround us every day—from 
crossing guards to doctors, construction workers to vets. We also talk about love and how we care for 
others, as well as how Jesus loves us! 
 Be sure to show your team spirit by wearing your favorite team jerseys on the 3rd. (Hail to the Redskins! 

Go Steelers! C-A-P-S, CAPS, CAPS, CAPS!) 
 February 7th we will have a generous visit from Mr. Dave Becker, a local crossing  guard who has also 

been a volunteer with Fire and Rescue! 
 In honor of National Pizza Day on the 8th, Domino’s Pizza will pay us a visit! Not only will they show us 

how pizzas are made, but the children will get to play with some pizza dough and of course enjoy pizza 
for lunch. 

 One of the community helpers we will learn about is our dentists. On the 10th Purcellville Pediatric 
Dentistry will pay us a visit and talk about how dentists help to keep our teeth healthy. 

 Valentine’s Day will be celebrated on the 14th with class parties. Keep an eye out for notices from your 
child’s teacher for details and signup sheets. 

 A construction worker, another of our community helpers, will pay a visit on the 27th to talk with the 
children about their job and some of the tools they use. 

 Please note that the NLC will be closed on the 20th for President’s Day.  

Snow Days Approaching 
All NLC families and Staff members will be notified via email and text message regarding NLC closings and delays due 

to weather. For parents/guardians, these messages will be sent to the cell phone and email address noted in our 

database for “Guardian 1”. Please ensure we have the correct information on record! Keep in mind, our closings and 

delays follow the Federal Government, NOT Loudoun County Public Schools. You are also able to access the 

following website to determine the closing & delay status of the Federal Government: www.opm.gov/status  

Letter of Appreciation from St. 
Andrew’s Mission Committee 

 

NLC Staff and Families, 
 

The SAPC Mission Committee would like to express our 

appreciation for your efforts toward all the recent mission 

projects, including Thanksgiving bags for Loudoun Hunger 

Relief, Christmas gifts for LAWS, cold weather gear for DC 

TOP, and blankets and coats for Syrian refugees.  It is great 

to see so much enthusiasm for serving others!  By working 

together we were able to reach many people in need.   We 

look forward to working with the NLC on more joint 

projects in the coming year.  Feel free to share any ideas 

with Chair, John Howard or other committee members. 
 

Many Thanks, 

The Mission Committee  

Sick Child Reminders 
If your child is feeling unwell, please keep them home. 

The best defense against illness entering the NLC is 

keeping sick children home! We sanitize toys and 

surfaces on a daily basis, and more often when illness is 

present, but once a sick child comes to school, their 

illness comes along with them. 

Please remember that your child must stay home for 24 

hours after symptoms resolve or if accompanied by a 

doctor’s note. Symptoms that would exclude a child from 

attending the NLC include fever, red/draining eyes, 

severe cough, diarrhea, undiagnosed rash, vomiting, sore 

throat, and difficulty/irregularity in breathing. Please 

review our full Sick Child Policy on our website at http://

tnlcenter.com/important-notices/friendly-reminders 

Thank you for doing your part in keeping our kids 

healthy! 
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The Chaplain’s Corner:  
NLC Sunday is February 26th! 

I am so excited for our annual NLC Sunday on 

February 26th! It is a time for our children to give their 

best gifts in worship. It is also a time in which our 

church and school families may share in fellowship 

and relationship together. It is also a time in which 

our church community may be able to express their 

gratitude for this amazing ministry we share called 

the Neighborhood Learning Center. 

I am lucky. I get to see up close and personal each day 

the children’s smiles, the teachers at their finest and 

the inner workings of the daily care routine for our 

little ones. On Mondays, I am privileged to sit on the 

floor with 2’s, 3’s, 4’s and Kinders and share our 

Biblical story, so that it can become part of their 

story, too. On Wednesdays, I get to see how church 

and school and community can intersect to share in 

intergenerational ministry at our Wednesday 

Afterschool Café, where the story is told, songs are 

sung, games are played, homework is helped with, 

and a meal is shared. I wish other could see what I get 

to! 

And, that’s part of the reason for our NLC Sunday. It 

gives the church the opportunity to put a face to the 

piece of art in the hallway, a face to the name of one 

of our great teachers. It helps our school families see 

the other side of ministry held within these walls at 

St. Andrew Presbyterian Church, a vibrant church 

family who comes together for worship, for 

reconciliation, for sharing joys and concerns. And, we 

all get the opportunity to delight in children singing 

and sharing in worship, too. 

So, you all are especially invited to join us on 

February 26th for our NLC Sunday. Mark your 

calendars.  We can’t wait to share in worship and 

delight with you and your family! 

Lastly, a word about Lent! As we turn to Lent, 

beginning March 1st on Ash Wednesday, our chapels 

will focus on the Faces of Easter. Children will learn 

about the Season of Lent, which is the 40 days set 

aside (not including Sundays) to prepare for the cross 

and the resurrection of Jesus. On March 1st, we will 

once again be available for the Imposition of Ashes 

throughout the day. We also will hold an Ash 

Wednesday Service at 7 pm, and it will be preceded 

by our annual Pancake Supper beginning at 5:45 pm. 

All are welcomed! 

  In God’s Grace and Love,   

   Pastor Jessica  

This Month at St. Andrew... 

Weekly Worship: Saturdays 5pm; Sundays 10am 

NOTE: Child care is available at all worship services 
for the littlest ones. For children age preschool and 
up, Sunday School is provided during Sunday worship 
services—your child starts the service sitting with you, 
will leave for Sunday School and then will return to 
you before the service concludes. The first Sunday of 
every month is Family First Sunday, when children 
remain in the service and their joyful noises are 
welcomed! 

Lenten Small Groups Forming—Lenten Small Groups will 
begin the last week of February in preparation for Ash 
Wednesday on March 1st. Books, materials and signup 
sheets will begin February 4th and 5th. 

February 10-12th—Winter Retreat for Youth and Families 
at Deer Valley YMCA Camp—Multiple tracks will be 
available for families, middle schoolers and high schoolers. 
Our theme is “Staying Present in the Midst of Conflict.” 
RSVP to Pastor Jessica by February 1st at 
mcclurearcher@gmail.com 

February 26th—NLC Sunday—10am 

February 26th—Music with a Cause Concert—4pm—Last 
month’s event was attended by 165 people and netted 
$2,000 for LAWS (Loudoun Abused Women’s Shelter)! This 
month’s even features Maryory Serrano on the violin and 
Hsin-Yi Chen on piano. 

March 1st—Ash Wednesday —Pancake Supper at 
5:45pm, Worship Service at 7pm—Imposition of Ashes 
will be available all day. All are welcome for all events! 
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