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A special thank you to the Dads that 
attended our “Donuts with Dad” last 
month.  I know it meant a lot for 
your child to enjoy breakfast with 
you at school.  You may have abso-
lutely no idea of the lasting impact 
you are making on your child, or the 
imprints that will forever be your 
legacy. Although fathers are differ-
ent from mothers in many ways as 
they parent and teach, the varied les-
sons taught with love certainly are 
as important, and just as powerful. 

Fathers often interact more with 

their children in 
physical activities, 
providing lessons of 
patience, self-
control and team 
building, perhaps 
even without intent. 

They often are the ones to teach 
their child to kick a soccer ball, 
throw a pitch or ride a bike. Many 
fathers enjoy wrestling, but too 
many have commented that, while 
they enjoy roughhousing, their chil-
dren don’t know when to stop, and 

Late Fee Policy – For every block of 
15 minutes late past our 6.30pm pick-
up time, you will be charged $15 (no 
matter if you are late all 15 minutes or 
just a few minutes in the 
block.)  Therefore if you are 1-15 
minutes late your late fee is $15, and 
if you are 16-30 minutes late you will 
be charged $30 and so on…. 

Closed-toe shoes – Please send your 
child to school in closed-toe and 
properly fitting shoes.  This is for their 
safety in general and comfort on the 
playground. 

Water play days – Please send your 
child with their bathing suit on under-
neath their clothes.  Also send in a dry 
pair of underpants, a towel and a pair 
of water-play shoes.  (Dry sneakers or 

This 4th of July teach your 
Kids the American Flag Sym-

bols: 
The stripes represent the 13 original 

colonies. 

The 50 stars represent the number of 

states. 

The colors of the flag have meaning as 

well: 

Red symbolizes Hardiness and Valor. 

White symbolizes Purity and Inno-

cence. 

Blue represents Vigilance, Persever-

ance, and Justice. 

Continued on Page 2 
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July Highlights The Director’s Corner 

Gentle Reminders 

Marcie Peterson, Director 

This month for summer 

camp, the preschoolers 

will be visiting Italy, 

Spain, Brazil 

and South Africa. They 

will be making foods 

from each country like 

pizzas in Italy and cookies in 

Spain. They will play 

soccer in Brazil and ex-

perience a piñata in 

Spain.  Of course swimming once 

a week and music with their music 

teachers will round out 

the month.  This month's 

highlight is a show from 

Continued on Page 2 

This Month at  School 

July 3rd—Olympic Field Day 

July 4th—Center Closed 

July 9th—Make your own 
Pizza day 

July 10th—National Teddy 
Bear Picnic Day 

July 17th—Peach Ice cream 
Day (Wear the color Peach) 

July 19th—Parents Night 
Out 

July 23rd—Show Time 
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someone always gets hurt. 

Some fathers promote independence by encouraging 
some safe-risk taking, while a mother’s first instinct 
may be to protect, or perhaps overprotect. There are 
many mothers who do it all and do it well, but it is the 
very lucky child who experiences the balance of life 
from both parents. 

Some fathers are not able to be the dad that their chil-
dren want and need them to be. They don’t under-
stand the lifelong impact of their actions, believing, 
rather, that quality time means being in the same 
room but not spending quality time interacting or 
playing together. 

Perhaps no one has told a dad how important they are 

in the eyes of their child. Perhaps they don’t believe 
that children learn what they live. Perhaps they feel 
that how they were raised was good enough for them, 
and therefore good enough for their children. 

Others, however, inspire children to dream big and go 
further than anyone ever could have imagined. That is 
the path I pray my daughter and her husband take 
with their children.  I have enjoyed these last few 
weeks being a part of the birth of their second child.  
After raising four children and reaching those relaxing 
“golden years”, I am excited to watch and share in the 
legacy that they will leave for their children. 

Blessing to you for a great summer, 

Miss Marcie 

Gentle Reminders (From Page 1) 

play shoes should also accompany your child on these 
days.)  The water play schedule is posted on the NLC 
Parent Information Board in the entry-way and outside 
many of the classrooms.  Your child’s teacher is also 
happy to help you determine which day of the week your 
child’s class has a water day. 

Water bottles – Please remember to take home your 
child’s water bottle daily and return it cleaned and with 
fresh water the following morning.  We take the water 
bottles outside during afternoon play time when the 
weather can be quite warm. 

Director’s Corner (From Page 1) 

We are very excited about our newly planted Monarch 

Butterfly Waystation.  Our students from 

the Owls Nest pre-k class helped weed the 

organic garden bed prepared by the St. An-

drew Presbyterian Youth as a training exer-

cise in preparation for their mission trip to an Appala-

chia mountain community in Kentucky next 

week.  They also planted 5 milkweeds (three swamp 

and two common) and 5 nectar plants (two goldenrod, 

two wild bergamot, and one common boneset) and gave 

the plants a good long drink using the water collected in 

our rain barrel near the garden beds.  The Owls Nest 

students along with the other NLC preschool classes 

will tend the garden this summer to keep the 

weeds at bay and the plants well-

watered.  Have a look at our effort.  There 

are two raised garden beds in the church’s 

“Fields Plot.”  You will also find the vegetables planted 

by the School Age Program class which are sure to be 

enjoyed later in the season. 

More Gardening News 

The NLC New School Year 
 

In response to a few questions we have re-
ceived, your child will remain in their current 

class until the beginning of the next school 
year – September 2nd, 2014. 

"Jungle Jam" highlighting rain forest ani-

mals.  If you should have any items at 

home to share with the children from the 

above countries, please let your teacher 

know. 

This Month at School (From Page 1) 

How are we doing? Our annual NLC Parent Sur-

vey was sent out last week.  So far we have re-

ceived a good response from many of our par-

ents.  If you have not done so already, please take 

the time to complete the survey.  The link to the 

survey was sent to you using your e-mail address 

on file with the school.  The survey is very short 

(4 questions.)  Your input is important to us and 

very much appreciated.  Many thanks. 

End of the Year Parent Survey 



The Neighborhood Learning Center  7/1/2014 

3  July Newsletter 

This summer I am reading with some folks in the church a 

book called Sabbath in the Suburbs.  It is written by a 

friend of mine and local clergywoman, who has 3 

kids.  She and her family committed to a whole 

year of practicing Sabbath.  Sabbath is about 

setting aside time for rest and holy space to 

grow with God and family.  For a year, they 

marked off Saturday as Sabbath. 

I am really enjoying this book, especially for the 

ways that it has invited me to slow down.  I’ll 

admit that I am a warped speed kind of a person.  I like to 

be on the go, but as many of you know that can be pretty 

exhausting and life depriving.  So, I am not a whole day 

Sabbath kind of a gal, but this summer, my family and I are 

practicing Sunday afternoon Sabbath. 

For one afternoon, we slow down.  We 

don’t make appointments if we can 

avoid it.  We just live into what the 

day may bring, and summer has 

proved to be a great time for our little 

experiment.  Some Sunday 

afternoons we’ve had sur-

prise slip-n-slide parties or taken an impromptu 

trip to the vineyard to unwind and give the kids 

a chance to run in the open space. 

We’ve had a lot of fun and refreshed our family 

relationships in the process.  I invite you to try 

Sabbath this summer.  Slow down.  Notice what we usually 

fly past. Savor the bites of food and drink.  Soak in the 

sun.  Sit, be still and dwell in your being wrapped up in 

God’s presence. 

Happy Sabbath!  

The Chaplin’s Corner 

Proper Display of the American Flag 

 The flag should be displayed from sunrise to sunset. If the flag is displayed 
at night, it should be illuminated. 

 Never allow the flag to touch the ground or the floor. 

 The flag should be raised quickly. 

 To store the flag, it should be folded neatly and ceremoniously. 

 The flag should be cleaned and repaired when necessary. 

 When a flag is so worn that it doesn't look presentable anymore, it should 
be destroyed by burning in a dignified manner. 

 The flag is flown at half-staff to show respect for someone who has died. 

Pastor Jessica 

Hi! My name is David Dimoff and I’m 21 years old. I am a biology major and music minor at Saint 
Vincent College in Latrobe, Pennsylvania. The past 2 years, I have been battling a rough case of Lyme 
disease. I plan on continuing my college education this fall working toward my goal of becoming a doc-
tor to treat and cure Lyme and other infectious diseases in the field of internal medicine. I love playing 
guitar, writing music, and drawing. All of these come in handy when educating and entertaining the stu-
dents that come through our doors, as they are the youth of tomorrow and extra care needs to be given 
to properly nurture their social and academic growth. Some of my hobbies include snowboarding, 
swimming, playing lacrosse, playing with my dog Sasha, and working with kids. I enjoy working with 

kids because I find it rewarding when their manners shine or they show a healthy individualism and bring creative input 
to our daily adventures. Even though my life has been full of obstacles, I believe it is still important to give back to the 
community. Working with kids can be physically and mentally taxing, but as is life and life has the ability to make or 
break your day, the same goes with children and in both cases, its important to be positive and caring.   

Staff Spotlight 
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Please be aware the new NLC tuition rates go into effect this week.  

As president of the NLC Board, I want to keep you informed about a recent decision of the Board.  This is the 
time of year The Board evaluates the needs of the center, staff and overall operational costs. With this in 
mind, we have decided to increase the tuition rates for The NLC by $5.  The chart below provides the new 
rates.  This increase will become effective on July 1, 2014 for infant through preschool classes.  For the Kinder-
garten Enrichment and School Age Program the increase will become effective with the beginning of the 
school year in the fall of 2014. 

 

The Board joins me in thanking you for a wonderful school year.  We wish you and all of your family a fun 
summer and look forward to a great new school year beginning in the fall. 

           Mike Brenton  

  5 days/wk 3 days/wk 2 days/wk 

Infants $280 - - 

Toddlers $265 $177 $123 

2’s $255 $171 $119 

3’s $255 $171 $119 

4’s/Pre-K $245 $165 $115 

K Enrichment $175 $125 $90 

Before & After School $145 - - 

After School $100 - - 
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