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The Director’s Corner 
Greetings, 

Spring has finally arrived! It is hard to believe it is already May with summer just 
around the corner. These photos were taken a few weeks ago when I went to visit my 
oldest daughter in DC. I have lived in the area for fourteen years and this is the first 
time I have experienced the cherry blossoms in full bloom. What a wonderful treat! 

May is a busy month with Mother’s Day, Teacher Appreciation, Pre-K Field Trip, 
Playground renovation, etc. We are preparing our annual Parent Survey and will be 
sending the link out soon. We want to hear from you. Please take a few minutes and 
fill it out. Your comments and feedback will aid us as we evaluate our program and 
plan for the summer and upcoming school year.   

The Playground renovation will begin on May 4th. We want to thank Malloch 
Henderson for taking this on as his Eagle Scout project. If you would like to donate to 
help him reach his fundraising goal, you can write a check payable to Troop 969 and 
in the memo line put Malloch’s Eagle project.  Thanks for your support.   

                              Blessings, 

                               Jo Anna Rich 

 

 

The Neighborhood Learning Center’s monthly newsletter 

Neighborhood News 
May Highlights 

May 7, 14 & 21     
Ballet Class for Birds and 
Owls 
 
May 7—11 
Teacher Appreciation Week 
 
May 11 
Muffins with Mom 
6:30—8:30 am 
 
May 13 
   Mother’s Day 
 
May 17 
Tractor Day—Visit from 
John Deere Tractors 
10:00 am 
 
May 18 
Pizza Party Day  
 
May 19 
Parents’ Night Out  
5:30—9:00 pm 
 
May 23 
Pre-K Field Trip to Oatlands 
Plantation 
 
May 28 
NLC CLOSED FOR 
MEMORIAL DAY 
 

 

 

Save the Date 
June 18—First Day of 
Summer Camp 

June 24-28—Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) 5:45—8:15 pm 
 

Sunday worship and 
Sunday School every 
Sunday at 10:00 am 
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This Month at School... 

May is a time when we learn about the Incredible Animals that share our world! We have LOTS of fun 
activities planned. Here are some highlights for the month: 

• Teacher Appreciation Week is May 7th through 11th. Please see the article below for how you can 
recognize your child’s amazing teachers! 

• The Birds and Owls classes will enjoy three weeks of Ballet classes on Mondays starting May 7th. Ms. 
Judith Duffy began studying classical ballet at age 5, and she has taught ballet for over 30 years to all ages 
and levels of proficiency, with a special gift for working with ice skaters, gymnasts, graded Vaganova 
children’s classes, and adults. 

• Mother’s Day is Sunday, May 13th, and we want to recognize all of our moms, grandmas, nanas, or any 
special lady in your child’s life! Please join us on Friday, May 11th for Muffins with Mom, from 6:30—
8:30am. We will have muffins, fruit, juice, coffee, and—most important—a chance to sit with your little 
one for a special time together to kick off the Mother’s Day weekend. There will be a Photo Booth, too! 

• Our amazing Joe Cahill, a dad in the Bees and Owls classrooms, will be bringing several John Deere 
tractors on Thursday the 17th at 10:00 am for Tractor Day! The children will learn about tractors, will get 
to touch and even sit in them! This annual event has become an absolute favorite here at the NLC!  

• The Pre-K class will go on a fun-filled Field Trip to Oatlands Plantation on the 23rd. See below for details. 

• The NLC will be CLOSED on Monday, May 28th, in observance of Memorial Day. 

Teacher Appreciation Week 
Monday—Friday, May 7th—11th 

This is the perfect time to show the amazing teachers of the Neighborhood Learning Center just how 

awesome they are, and how much you appreciate the love and care they show your child every single day!  

• We will be sending home a “flower” with every child on which to write something they love about their 
teacher(s). Please help them to write or draw something that we will then add to a mural in Fellowship 
Hall to make a beautiful bouquet of love and appreciation. Extra “flowers” will be available, so please fill 
out as many as you feel inspired, whether with a message from your child or yourself! 

• If you’d like some ideas about what your child’s teacher enjoys, see the “Favorites” binder on top of the 
Front Desk. 

• If you’re interested in getting together with some other parents to do a group gift such as a breakfast or lunch, 
please speak with Ms. Jo Anna or Ms. Lorie to coordinate to ensure there’s no conflict with other events or meals. 

This week means so much to our teachers. Thank you for showing them some love! 

Pre-K Field Trip ~ Wednesday, May 23rd 
The Owls class will travel to historic Oatlands Plantation in Leesburg for a Strawberry Tour! Oatlands and 
Wegmeyer Farms have partnered to offer this unique program. The strawberry field trip brings history and 
plant science to life. Students will pick strawberries and learn how they grow down at the strawberry field 
and also visit the historic greenhouse and gardens at Oatlands. A hayride transports students between the 
field and the historic buildings at Oatlands. Each student takes home a hand-picked (by them) pint of fresh 
from the field strawberries! Students will need to bring a packed bag lunch (NO NUTS) which they will enjoy 
as a picnic lunch after their tour. The buses will leave by 9:30 am, returning by 1:00 pm. 
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Counselor-In-Training (CIT) 
Program 

 

Calling all high schoolers who love kids and who want  

to get some real-life job experience, all while earning volunteer hours! 
 

 Come volunteer at The Neighborhood Learning Center to assist as a CIT in our school 

age Summer Camp which serves rising 1st – 5th graders!  

 Each week you’ll help chaperone field trips to fun places like the pool, local parks, 

and museums, AND you’ll get to help assist at the Center with activities such as Arts & 

Crafts, Games, and even Science Experiments!  

 You’ll get a chance to shadow our experienced teachers, see what it’s like to work in 

the childcare industry, earn some experience that will look great on your resume, and 

as you get older you’ll be ready to step into a paid Camp Counselor role! Not to 

mention have fun with the kids! 
 

When: Starting the week of June 18th through the week of August 13th. Sign up for one 

week, two weeks, or more! Camp hours are 8:30 am – 3:00 pm, Monday – 

Friday. 

Where: The Neighborhood Learning Center is located inside St. Andrew Presbyterian 

Church in scenic Purcellville, Virginia. 

Who: If you’re a rising 9th through 12th grader who loves kids and who wants to see 

what it’s like working with them, give being a CIT a try! It’s also a great 

program for earning volunteer hours. 

Apply: Fill out a program application, which includes providing references, and 

submit it to Director Jo Anna Rich at 

joanna@theneighborhoodlearningcenter.com. Once your application is 

received, we’ll schedule an interview with our Director and Camp Leader to 

get to know you, and to give you some real-life experience in what it’s like to 

go on a job interview. Pick up your application from Jo Anna. 

What’s Next: If you’re chosen, you’ll come to a training session at the start of the summer, so 

you’ll be ready to jump right in! 

mailto:joanna@theneighborhoodlearningcenter.com
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April was FULL of fun and adventure! 

Freshly 
hatched 
praying 
mantis’ 

 

 

Reading and 
parachute 

time 

Making 
Vegetable 
Stone Soup 

 

 

Preparing to spread 
wildflower seeds with 
Mr. Barbagallo 

 

 

Being 
Happy!! 

 

Learning 
about 
seeds with 
the 
Loudoun 
Master 
Gardeners 
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The Pastor’s Epistle:  
Spirit Alone/Spirit Together 

After walking across Spain with my daughter Karen four 
years ago, I’ve kept up “my Camino” by walking miles 
and miles. Two or three days a week, Bonnie will drop 
me off at Routes 9 and 7 and I will walk the six-and-a-
half miles home. Most of the time, I take our Jack 
Russell, Frodo, with me. He wails as we leave on those 
days when I want to make the walk without him. I 
sometimes need a break from his constant leash-pulling 
pursuit of squirrels and seek the solitary stroll. Having 
walked the famed “Camino de Santiago” in Spain, I 
keep my walk as my way of having that spiritual time 
for thoughts and prayers, for keeping my head 
together. I find that the physical assertion of my fast 
pace helps to ground me, which is my way of keeping 
my earlier pilgrim journey alive. 

 I hope that you also have some way of personal rest 
and renewal. You might not walk (or maybe you walk 
on the golf course!). Perhaps you paint, or read, or 
garden, or take time to play with your kids. There is 
much in the Bible about keeping the Sabbath. More 
than a rule, the practice is meant to characterize 
human beings as having a measure of the freedom of 
God. We aren’t slaves – to work, to the bills, to a 
comparison we might make between ourselves and the 
Jones’s. We are commanded to stop! We To stop from 
our busy-ness regularly so that we can remember that 
our lives are a gift from God and to be lived so fully that 
we feel like opening our hearts to return thanks. 

 I’ve heard people talk about these solitary spaces as 
the places they most find God. So we hike. We fish. We 
sew. We write letters. Some even brew beer! But the 

Sabbath also extends an invitation to worship in the 
company of others. 

 For me, the gathering for worship on Sundays 
complements my solitary walking. Just as I find that my 
six-and-a-half miles goes much faster if I have a partner 
for the day’s walk, I also know that the presence of 
others energizes me. David Brooks, among many 
others, emphasizes how we are “social animals,” as 
human beings. In just such a way, we find that sense of 
flourishing when we gather together for our worship. 

 A visitor to one of our recent Music with a Cause 
concerts asked what our worship was like at St. 
Andrew. With the morning service still in mind, I 
described it as “wonderful”! Married to a Baptist, while 
he was raised as a Roman Catholic, the man was asking 
whether we followed a formal pattern of worship with 
a bit of freedom included. Yes, that well describes our 
worship, but we both appreciated my outburst.  

 I hope that the members, friends and visitors at St. 
Andrew can reaffirm that sense of made-in-God’s-
image-freedom that we get when we rest and renew 
ourselves in things like hiking, reading and the like. I 
hope that we can also find the sense of that same 
freedom when we set aside that time to gather – 
singing our songs, hearing and reflecting on sacred 
Scripture and the life and teaching of Jesus Christ, 
praying those deeply held prayers also described as 
“sighs too deep for words.” Bless your busy lives with 
those moments to set the busy-ness aside.   

Yours with delight,  

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
                                                                                           Pastor Dave Milam 

Coming Up at St. Andrew… 

Weekly Worship: Sundays 10am  

NOTE: Child care is available for the littlest ones 
during worship. For children age preschool and up, 
Sunday School is provided during Sunday worship 
services—your child starts the service sitting with 
you, will leave for Sunday School and then will return 
to you before the service concludes.  

Saturday, May 5th—Music with a Cause Concert—
Loudoun Chorale—7:00 pm—Proceeds to go to ECHO 
(Every Citizen Has Opportunities), a Leesburg non-profit 
offering lifelong support for adults with disabilities. 
Tickets $20. Kids 17 and under are free.  

Saturday, May 19th—Trustee Workday—8:00 am—2:00 
pm—All hands on deck for some work around the church 
building and grounds! Come for breakfast and stay to lend 
a hand—all ages, skills and abilities are welcome! 

Sunday, May 20th—Confirmation & Pentecost—Our 
confirmation class will complete their journey and be 
confirmed. We hope you can come and support them! 

Tuesday, May 22nd—Daryl Davis Talk: Healing the 
Divide—7:00 pm—Davis has received numerous local and 
national awards for his work in race relations, and is often 
sought after by CNN, MSNBC and numerous other media 
outlets as a consultant on the KKK and race relations and 
lectures nationwide and abroad on the topic. Please join 
us for this FREE event—invite your friends and neighbors! 
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