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Neighborhood News 
March, 2022 

The Neighborhood Learning Center’s monthly newsletter 

 This Month’s 
Highlights 
 
March 1 
Mardi Gras 

March 2 
Dr. Seuss Day—
Wear Wacky Hair 
to School! 

Ash Wednesday: 
Imposition of 
Ashes 3-6 pm 

Pancake Supper 6 
pm 

Worship 7 pm 

March 7 
LCPS Closed, NLC 
Open for School’s 
Out Camp 

March 14 
National Pi Day  

March 17 
St. Patrick’s Day 

Wear GREEN to 
school 

March 31 
National Crayon 
Day 

We are ready to welcome you back inside! 

With the COVID pandemic numbers continuing to 

recede, and with updated guidance from our 

governing structures (Department of Labor, 

Department of Education, and the Centers for 

Disease Control), we have a tentative date set for 

welcoming parents back inside the building: 

March 21st! Details will be provided the week of 

March 14th. 

March Staff 
Birthdays 

4 Jo Anna Rich 
(Director) 

21 Joie McKay 
(Cub House) 
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This month at school! 

• Wednesday the 2nd is Dr. Seuss Day, and what better way to celebrate 
Dr. Seuss than with a Wacky Hair Day! 

• LCPS is closed Monday, March 7th, so the NLC is open for a School’s 
Out Camp! Let us know if your school aged child will be attending. 

• National Pi Day is always March 14th (3/14, get it?). Pizza pie for lunch! 

• March 17th is St. Patrick’s Day, so send them to school wearing GREEN! 
I wonder if those tricky leprechauns will play some tricks around the 
Center as they have in past years… 

• Monday, March 21st is our tentative date to open the School to parents. 
More details will be forthcoming the week of March 14th as we continue 
to monitor the local conditions. We are excited to welcome you all back 
inside!! 

• Thursday the 31st is National Crayon Day, so crayon drawings and 
crafts will abound! 

Summer Camp 2022 

Go Wild for Summer! 

 Summer Camp is for 
rising 
Kindergartners 
through rising 6th 
graders. 

 Summer Camp 
registration opens 
for current NLC 
families on March 
1st.  

 Registration opens 
to the public on 
Monday, March 
14th.  

 Camp space is 
limited, so register 
soon! 

Extracurricular Activities 

These fully optional activities are available at additional cost. 

Registration and activities are handled by the external provider. 

Mercier School of Dance—Register at www.mercierschoolofdance/

registration 

 Pre-Ballet & Jazz: Mondays 3:00—3:30 pm, ages 4 & 5, $65/

month, monthly through May 2022 

 Zumba, Jr: Mondays 3:30—4:00 pm, ages 3 1/2 through  pre-K, 

$65/month, monthly through May 2022 

Wee Little Arts—Register at www.weelittlearts.com 

 Session 3: Painting—through March 31st, Thursdays 3:00—

3:45 pm, ages 3-5, $150 

 Session 4: 3-Dimensions—starts April 7, Thursdays 3:00—3:45 

pm, ages 3-5, $150 

AcroKidz Gymnastics—Register at www.acrokidz.net/shop 

Tuesdays 3:00 pm starting March 8th for an 8-week session; open 

to Hummingbirds, Bird House, Bird Nest, Owls, Turtles, and Lions; 

$144 

Loudoun Soccer will return in April after Spring Break—details to 

come! 

http://www.mercierschoolofdance/registration
http://www.mercierschoolofdance/registration
http://www.weelittlearts.com
http://www.acrokidz.net/shop
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Valentine’s 
Day, 

Brushing our 
Teeth, & 

Other Fun 
Things! 
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The Life of St. Andrew Presbyterian Church 

Mid-Week Studies 

The topic of reflection and discussion will be the Seven 

Signs of Life. All are welcome!  

Lesson at Lunch will meet virtually on Tuesdays at 

noon beginning March 1st 

Brews and Bibles will meet in person beginning March 

9th at 7 pm 

Email Reverend Beverly at to express your interest and to 

get the meeting link. 

beverly.friedlander@standrew�pres.org  

Serve Sunday, April 24th 
Service activities will begin directly after a short 
worship service at 10 am. Service options are open 
to all ages! Service opportunities include: 

• Wheatland Farm—Wheatland Farm is a 
nonprofit equestrian farm devoted to working 
with children with disabilities by providing 
thera�peutic riding lessons. Our contribution will 
be providing a new coat of paint to their outdoor 
arena railings  

• Mobile Hope—Mobile Hope is a nonprofit 
organization working with homeless and 
marginally housed youth between the ages of 18 
and 24. Through a variety of programs, the youth 
find hope and help. Our contribution will be to 
assist with the organization of donations. 

A Message from Our Interim Pastor: 
Love Symbol #2: The Color Purple 

Half-completed crafts were strewn on the tables. There was a 

polite and quiet murmur in the room as the band played 

through their set. All quite subdued and calm.  

A new note was played. The staff stopped clearing the lunch-

eon plates. The guests stood, unexpectedly and sud�denly, in 

their white dresses and suits, their hats smartly perched on 

perfectly coifed hair. Tears flowed down their cheeks. Out of 

nowhere, more than a hundred women raised purple scarves 

and handkerchiefs, and sang along with the band: 

“Purple rain, purple rain Purple rain, purple rain If you know 

what I'm singing about up here C'mon, raise your hand.”  

Everyone was singing. I was working, the chaplain for this 

annual memorial to mothers and other-mothers who have 

gone home. We were gathered in the conference room of 

the city’s botanical garden. A Chihuly glass exhibit was care-

fully scattered through the spring plantings and flowering 

scents filled our space. And on this day, without planning, 

there was purple. Many shades of purple. But this is the one 

we sang of: Love Symbol #2 

If you are a Prince fan, you will know that this is meant to 

honor his classic album, movie, and soundtrack, “Purple 

Rain.” © Prince described the color as a mix of blood and 

sky—red and blue. A new rendition 

of “The Color Purple,” by Alice Walk-

er is coming out. In the book, Shug 

says it "pisses God off if you walk by 

the color purple in a field somewhere 

and don't notice it."  

From Ash Wednesday until Easter 

Sunday the primary liturgical color is purple. What better way 

to commemorate the path of Jesus from his temptation until 

his resurrection than with purple. We notice purple. It stands 

out and calls us by name. In the church, it is most associated 

with pain, sorrow, repentance. It has come to mean suffering 

and surely Prince and Shug are pointing to such.  

But the tears of the ladies on that spring mother’s day point-

ed to something else Prince and Shug knew, something Jesus 

calls us to. The collective power of being united with love and 

beauty.  

During Lent this year, 2022, with the threat of war, the esca-

lation of poverty and racial division, the politicization of 

health and education, and so much grief, it is my hope that 

we will pause to consider our great calling. We are called to 

guide one another toward love and beauty.  

                                                  Peace,  

                               Rev Bev 

Ash Wednesday is March 2nd. There 

will be a pancake supper at 6 pm, fol-

lowed by a service at 7 pm  

mailto:beverly.friedlander@standrew%02pres.org
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Menus are always subject to change, but especially at this time, with supply chain shortages nationwide.  



The Neighborhood Learning Center   
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